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eluded they must be the latter.    Manipuris        >
would have had rifles.                                           >

They never came very close to us, for fear j
of being shot themselves ; but we could see '
them the whole time dancing behind us, j
shouting and waving spears about Once or
twice they were fully within range, and we
could have shot some of them; but it was
hardly worth while, and our ammunition was |
none too plentiful. A terrible fate would
have overtaken any straggler who might
have fallen behind without the means to
defend himself. His head would have been
captured as a glorious trophy, carved off while
he was alive, for these tribes never trouble
about killing their victim first before taking
his scalp unless he offers great resistance.

We had reached by this time an elevation
of about 4,000 feet above sea-level, and
knew that more than 2,000 feet at least still
awaited us to be climbed before the top of
the ridge could be reached. The Leimatak
hill, towards which point we were travelling,